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An Account of a Book^ Entituled 
X. Samuclis Dale (pharmacologic feu Manudufiionis 
ad Materiam Medicam Supplementum : Medicament 
ta Offiinalia Jimplicia, priore Libro omijfa, com* 
pktlens : Ut <& Notas Generum Cbaraclerijlicas, 
Specierwn Symnyma, Dijferentias 7 <&* Vires. Cum 
duplici Indice, generali altera Nominum & $ynony~ 
morum pnecipuorum^ dtero Anglko*Latino i ingra« 
turn Jyronum, 



IN the year 1693 our Author publifhed his Vhamacolo- 
giafett Mamidu&io ad Material Medicam, of which an 
Account was, given in thefe Tranfafoons, (w.) N. 204. 
pag. 929. After the publifhing of which, he obferved 
an Increafe of the Materia Medica, many Medicinal Sim* 
pies being ufed in the Shops, and iikewife he met with 
feveral Books relating thereto, which either were not 
then publifhed, or had not come to his knowledge be- 
fore. And our Author having alfo received advice from 
divers Ingenious perfons, who had travelled into Foreign 
Countries, that his aforefaid Book was well received, not 
only in France and Holland, but Iikewife in Italy and the 
remoter parts of Germany., made him think a Supplement 
neceflary to render it- more ufeful to other Countries: 
And becaufe it has extended its progrefs- to the Neigh- 
bourhood of Greece, that ancient Fountain of Lfearning, 
he concluded, ihat it would not be {improper to -add out 
of Diofcorides and the Foreign Difpenfatories, all thofe 
things which he had omitted publifhing : And that in a 
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Book by themfelves, without ftaying for the reprinting of 
the former Book. 

Our Author had made a considerable Progrefs in his 
dcfign , when he received advice that Monfieur Tourm- 
fort was, by the "French Kings Order, gone into Greece 
and the adjacent lflands, in fearch of Plants, efpecially 
thofe. of Diofcorides 5 this occasioned him to ftop 
tin profecution of his Work for forae years, in hopes 
that great and accurate Botanift would upon bis return 
gratifie the Curious with his Difcoveries of the true and 
genuine Plants of the Ancient Grecian, which had per- 
plext the Herbarifts of our late Ages. 

In this Supplement our Author took care to fet the 
Materia Medico, of Diofcorides in a clear light ; and for 
rhat end confulted all the Authors that he Could meec 
with upon that fubjeft, keeping as clofe as he could to 
his Text, in which he chiefly adhered to the Tranflation 
and Commentary of Matthiolm. And becaufe in this 
performance he travelled in an untrodden path , 
knowing of no precedent in any Language, he there- 
fore confulted both the Dead and Living, ( i. t. ) not 
only Books, but many Perfons of Ingenuity and Learn- 
ing. The nature of the Work requiring the Virtues of 
each Simple to be annext, and the defign of the Book 
requiring Brevity, he cbofe to tranferibe them from Au- 
thors, which bad already contracted to his hznd 3 but at 
the fame time, to avoid the Imputation of PLigiarifm, he 
at .che end of every Tranfcription inferred the Name of 
the respective Aurhor : Nor did he chink it any difcredit 
to him, that he hid the aiiiibmce of others* but rather a 
Glory, and therefore doth rUma: 1 v ' ; Work acknow- 
ledge the Perfons he had advice , <v, 

This Be .-k b.ing only a'^'ippk /' : > ■■■■■»' ir, WorJl^ 
as I laid bv;cre,.is divided ucord .s ■•>■ f - 1 ».- ', Hid 
therefore! need no; here to repc&~ lu >■;.;•,'-..; ■■.< ,.;>.; ; . to 
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give a Varrt account of Jfome things m the Work if: 
feifV In-ci.v fiiii Hook* of which, our Author in the Chap- 
ter of Vva>ers takes notice, that Cold Baths were in ufe 
ariiong the Ancients in the Cure of many Difeafes^ and 
that the,y are commended by divers Learned Phyiicians, 
and,.eipe^iaUy by. Sir John Floyer, Kt, and Dr Bajnard§ 
thefiruct which, m, his Excellent Vvx&KteU, hath e- 
fiumcrared the leveral forts of Cold-Baths, and the many 
Cures perlcrm'd by them. He likewife takes notice of 
jfce <lhsh ways of making Salt from Sea-Watery firft by in- 
folatrog"^nly, as Bay Salt, the Sea- Water being in hot 
Countries grained in Pans called Salt-Marjhes $ adly, part- 
ly by the Suri,, and partly by Fire, as Port-Sea-Salt at 
\immngton. in. Hampjhire ^ gdly, by Boyling only, as ' New- 
cajUp^iid Swtch' Safe. To thefe he adds the manner of 
makjrig. Salt from Sea-jSand in Lanfajhire and other. .places .3 
and likewife obTerves, that both Speed and Camden did 
take notice of the Evaporation of Sea Water into Salt, by 
the Sun, in the hollows of certain Stones in the Bifhoprick 
of Durham. 

In the Chapter or Mineral Waters, he takes notice of 
their leveral divifions and forts made by his Neighbour 
2\£r Allen, in his Book of the Chalybeat and Purging Wa- 
texs *>, England, ^nd in the Chapter of Salts, beiides 
many Curioas Notes concerning the Cryftals of Salt, Sal- 
Gem, Niter, Mum, and Vitriol excerpted from the Exemta- 
iiones de Fontibm Medicatis Anglic, of his Learned Friend 
]$r Martit* Ijfteg 5 he, takes notice of a fort of Salt rpad# 
at Maldm inMjfext failed Salt upon Sal$ a by the difiolving 
Rock Srfkiound in Chejfcire, in Sea Water, 

In the Chapter of Stones, our Author obferves, that 
the Adarce of Dr Plot is nothing but an Incruftation, oe- 
cafioned upon the mixing a Chaiybeat Water near its 
fourfe with another from a gravely.. £#^ wfaieh by dfe 
ting the finik, caufes the precipitation* 
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In the id Book our Author (hews thai the Pace 8em- 
fit, or Golien Mofs, of L'r Grew, (o celebrated in an 
B&ntoptyfis, is only the Down of the Root of a lore ci 
Fern, growing in Tartary or China $ which Root he con- 
jectures to be the Agnus Scythicvtj of which Authors 
write fo many Fabulous Stories. He enn'jmeratts the 
many Controversies among Botaniek Amhors about 
Wormfeed., concluding it to be the Seed of a fort of 
Wormwoods The famous Cylonian Flant against Beafnefs., 
of Mr Marble, he affirms to be a fort of Mint 5 Ipecacu- 
anha to be the Root of an American Herb, near a kind 
to the Hcrba Park: Anifum 'judicttm to be the Seed- 
Veflel of a fort of Fraximlla, The Star of the Earth, 
(fo calfd,) in a famous Receipt againft the biting of 
Mad-Dogs, he proves to be the Coronopus, and not the 
Sefamoides Salamanticum Magnum, which feme miftake it 
for. Sola, of which Ketchup is made, is the Seed of an 
Indian Phafeolus ■'$ as Angola Seeds are thofc of an Abrm, 
and Ryffia Seed of the Gramen Mann<e. Salep, Cajfum- 
tsniniar and Dart wort, arc 3 Roots 5 the firft of a fort of 
Orchis, the fecond of a Species of Gdanga, and the laffc 
of an Indian Reed, 

In the Dendrology our Author demonftrates PalmOyl 
to be made of the Fruit of an African Palm-tret : Mai- 
diva, and Malabar- Nuts to be like wife the Fruits of two 
Indian Palms, as Sagos is the faces of the Pitch of ano- 
ther Palm granulated. He obferves the various forts of 
Dragons Blood now to be found in the Shops 5 and gives 
a farther account of the Tree which yields the famous 
Permian Bark. He acquaints- us what Trees or Shrubs 
they are which do produce the Simples publifhed by the 
late Mr Marhw, under the feigned titles of Virginia and 
Molucca Nuts?, Bengala Beans and Bermudas Berrus, Caf- 
fina, and Perygua. The Faha San&i Jgxsty he proves to 
be a fort of Nhx Vomica* 

In 
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In the third and laft Book, our Author <zb-z-% fume 
farther account of the CochineU, p'oviuipi <u be of .jfii* 
raal produ&ion, and that it j* not any of Ettgl/fh t&cly 
cow, as fome have affirtti'd : The Glojf&petra ht believes 
to be the petrified Teeth of Sharks. Concerning the 
Serpentine fione^ he takes notice of the difference in 
Authors about it, viz. whether it is a Natural or Ar- 
tificial production, and whether it hath the Vitue to 
expel Poifon in Venemous bites or not ? He enume- 
rates the feveral afiertions of the Learned pro & con t 
quoting divers of their Experiments, and at laft con- 
cludes, that both Matural and Artificial are to be met 
with, and that the different operations muft arife from 
thence. Pedro del forco our Author affirms to be only 
an JEgagropila found in the Stomach of a Porcupine. To 
thefe Be adds fome Obfervations taken from jF. Camilli 
his Papers, not only concerning this Stone, but likewife 
Bezoars. The whole Book abounds with many Curious 
Obfervations, for the farther dilucidation of the Mate- 
ria Medica, which we recommend to the peruM of the- 
Curious; 



London, Printed for Sam. Smith arid Bepj.Walford, Printers 
to the Royal Society, at the Prtncit Arms in St ?ml\ 
Church-yard, 1706. 
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